


= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 











Vol. 21 MARCH, 1926 No. 11 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


LOUVAIN 


UTM UMUC UM UU AU 








Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This wili be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


405 N. Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 





LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev.Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses,stiffness of the limbs,faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect especial- 
ly on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 





Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month 
and the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads ‘‘Feb., 
26” your subscription expired with the Feb., 1926 issue; if “‘Mar., 
26,” it expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us ro days 
or so before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable 
to change the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your 
subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 





For sale — 120 acre farm (60 acres in cultivation) 3% miles 
east of convent. ' 


Also: 5-room house in Clyde, one block from Church. 


Address: Mrs. Gertrude Walsh, Clyde, Missouri 
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Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev. 
P. Lukas, O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England $1.25 
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Special Lenten Offer 


Every Catholic desires to possess a worthy Crucifix. Every 
Catholic should have a Crucifix. In every home there should 
be a Crucifix suitable to place in the hands of a dying member. 
To look lovingly at the Crucifix is in itself a meditation, a prac- 
tice so emphatically recommended by the saints. Our Savior 
has promised to give a special reward in heaven for every glance 
of love we turn to Him suffering on the Cross. 

However, Crucifixes are expensive. Recently there has been 
an additional sharp raise in the price of nickel-bound Crosses. 
We were fortunate in securing a quantity of these Crucifixes 
before the price was raised, and therefore it is an exceptional 
value that we now offer our friends as premiums during Lent. 


For NEW Subscriptions to Tabernacle and Purgatory 


For 1 NEW Nickel bound Crucifix 5 inches long. Very durable. 
Subscription: Convenient size for daily use in prayer. 


For 2 NEW _Nickel bound Crucifix 6 inches long. Well made. Con- 


Subscriptions : venient size for personal use; specially suitable for 
the dying. 

For 3 NEW _Nickel bound Crucifix 7 inches long. Will last a lifetime. 

Subscriptions: Personal use, for the dying, or for hanging on wall. 


On page 328 it is explained how those unable to go to church to 
pray the Stations may gain the numerous Indulgences by holding in 
their hand a Crucifix specially blessed for this purpose. 

All the Crucifixes we send as premiums will be blessed with the 
indulgences of the Stations and of the Dying. 


What an Engraver Thinks of “‘Cabernacle and Purgatory’: ‘‘Allow me to 
pay a compliment to your wonderful magazine. For the last 35 years I have 
been constantly engaged as photo-engraver, and I am well acquainted with 
this line of work. But I must say, that your pictures, print; as well as the 
whole make-up of your magazine, are faultless, exceeding all other Catholic 
papers I receive.’’ 


Ontario: A mother writes: ‘Please keep on sending me this little Messenger 
of God's grace, for the little ones are getting big enough to start reading. When 
they get it with the mail they jump for joy and say, ‘Mother, another of those 
nice books!’ ” 
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O Head! all gashed and gory, O’erwhelmed in woe and scorn; 
O Head! the angels’ glory, Yet pierced by many a thorn. 
Far other fate should meet Thee, Far other be Thy crown; 
A thousand times I greet Thee, While tears of love flow down. 


Ah, Lord! the thorns Thou wearest Should pierce my guilty brow; 
Beneath the Cross Thou bearest My sinful back should bow. 
The cruel whips that tore Thee, Mine, mine alone should be; 
Yet, Jesus, I implore Thee Turn not Thy Face from me. 


O Face! now gashed and gory, What joy it is to me, 
To hope, one day in glory, Thy gracious smile to see. 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
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Fruits of Meditation on the Passion 





1. Cleanses from Sin 


fT is impossible for a soul who takes our Lord’s 
sufferings seriously to heart, to continue offend- 
ing Him wilfully, especially by mortal sin. St. 
Alphonsus declares: “A soul who believes in the 
Passion of Jesus Christ and frequently thinks of 
it, will find it impossible to continue offending 
her Savior. Rather, she will begin to love Him, to love Him 
ardently.” St. Bernard declares: “Nothing is better suited to 
heal the wounds of conscience, to purify and perfect the soul, 
than continued contemplation of the Wounds of Christ.” 
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“Dost thou wish,” asks the Imitation of Christ, “to learn 
the love of Jesus? to cleanse thy soul from all its stains and 
and adorn it with all virtues? to win a glorious victory over 
the enemies of thy salvation? — Then contemplate diligently 
the Passion and Death of our Divine Redeemer.” 

“Brethren,” cries out St. Augustine, “let us look upon our 
Crucified Jesus in order to be healed of our sins.” 

Once on a Friday, when St. Gertrude had spent the whole 
night in contemplating with glowing love and tenderness the 
Sacred Wounds of her Lord, Jesus said to her: “So greatly 
was I pleased with thy tenderness, that as a reward, I have 
poured into all the wounds of thy soul the noblest balsam of 
My Divinity. And I shall confer the same favor on all those 
who with similar compassion afford Me this pleasure.” 


2. Supplies for Negligences 


The great desire of our Divine Savior for us while on earth 
was to reconcile us with His Father, and to obtain our final 
admission to the eternal bliss of heaven. For this, Jesus Christ 
lived on earth, for this He now dwells in our Tabernacles. 
Negligence and human frailty pollute our holiest works and 
render them unfit to be offered to the august Majesty of God, 
but Jesus is our Mediator with the Eternal Father. With the 
merits of His Passion and Death He supplies for all our spiritual 
losses. How consoling is His revelation to St. Gertrude in 
this regard. 

This saint desired to know which of all her heavenly 
revelations would be most advantageous for mankind to know. 
Our Lord replied: “It would be most advantageous for mankind 
to know and bear constantly in mind, that I, the Son of the most 
Blessed Virgin, remain ever in the presence of My Heavenly 
Father to whom I offer Myself continually for their salvation. 
Whenever through human frailty they sin in their heart, I pre- 
sent My most pure Heart to the Eternal Father in atonement. 
Whenever they offend Him by evil deeds, I show Him My 
pierced Hands. Thus, in what way soever they sin against 
Him, the wrath of the Eternal Father is appeased by My mer- 
its, so that they will obtain a ready pardon if they will only 
repent of their sins. I therefore desire that whenever My elect 
obtain pardon for their sins, they offer Me their gratitude, for 
having given them so easy a means of reconciliation.” 

St. Augustine understood well that through the Passion 
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of Christ all our negligences may be made good, for he writes: 
“All my hope rests on the Death of Christ.” 

“Contemplation of our Lord’s sufferings is true wisdom,” 
says St. Bernard. “In them I find the riches of salvation and 
the fulness of merit; from them I draw the drafts, now of 
salutary bitterness, now of sweetest consolation.” 


3. Strengthens against Temptation 


Frequent and devout meditation on the sufferings of our 
Lord has the wonderful power of enabling us to gain victories 
over our passions. St. Augustine writes in his confessions, that 
whenever he was tempted by the demon of impurity, he re- 
sisted Satan successfully by meditating on the Wounds of 
Jesus. “As often as 1 am tempted,” he says, “I seek refuge in 
the Wounds of Jesus. I fly into the Heart of the mercies of 
my Lord!” 

When tempted, therefore, let us remember the words of 
St. Bernard, “My God is hanging on the Cross, and should I 
indulge in lust!” 

4. Increases Grace 


St. John of the Cross assures us that to compassionate 
the sufferings of our Savior and to meditate devoutly on His 
Passion, is so acceptable to God, that it may be considered 
equal to enduring great tribulations, or shedding our blood 
for love of Christ. We know that God is pleased with even 
a loving aspiration, how much more will meditation on His 
sufferings merit His complacency, and prompt Him to give 
our soul an increase of Divine grace. 

“The sight of the Crucified One banishes from our soul 
all desire for the goods of this world. From the Cross, where 
Jesus hangs on high, proceeds and floats down a heavenly 
atmosphere that makes us forget all earthly things, and 
inflames us with a holy desire to love nothing but Jesus 
alone, who in love laid down His life for us.” — St. Alphonsus 
Liguori. 

“The painful Wounds of our Savior wound the hardest of 
hearts, and inflame the coldest of souls with love.” — St. 
Bonaventure. 


5. Leads to Perfection before Death 


One of the principal sources of our sanctification is a 
tender and compassionate remembrance of our Savior’s suffer- 
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ings. Let our hearts become inflamed with love as we listen 
to these passages from saints who had deeply engraven the 
sufferings of Christ upon their soul. 

“Let him who desires to attain union with God, keep the 
eyes of his soul ever fixed on Him who hangs dying on the 
Cross.” — St. Bonaventure. 

“Oh, how devoutly and readily will he obey the voice of 
God, who frequently remembers how much Jesus Christ has 
done for love of us! How continuously and resolutely will he 
advance in virtue!” — St. Alphonsus Liguori. 

St. Bonaventure addresses these words to the soul seeking 
perfection: “If thou, O man, wouldst advance from virtue to 
virtue, if thou wouldst lead a perfect life, then meditate daily 
on the Passion of Christ; nothing so powerfully urges the soul 
to holiness.” 

“Meditation is the blessed hearth where burns the precious 
fire of Divine love. Daily consider and contemplate the Passion 
of Christ, and when thy heart begins to burn with love, then 
pray and meditate the more that your heart may become still 
warmer and the fire of Divine love may wholly inflame your 
heart.” — St. Alphonsus Liguori. 


6. Gives Assurance of a Happy Death 


Devout meditation on the sufferings of our Savior will 
effect the grace of a happy death. St. Gregory the Great 
assures us of this, saying, “Be ye compassionate with our 
Savior, the Lord Jesus. Have your heart occupied with the 
remembrance of His sacred Passion and Wounds, and be 
assured, at the hour of death you will experience His 
consolations.” 

“Souls that are tormented by the devil and tremble for 
their eternal salvation, will feel great consolation in closing 
their eyes to the outward world and fixing them on the Cross 
where Jesus hangs bleeding from every Wound.” — St. Alphon- 
sus Liguori. 

“By frequent experience I have learned that when we 
devoutly think of the Passion of our Lord, all devils are 
terrified and put to flight,” declares St. Bonaventure. He 
continues, “Nothing so promotes our salvation as daily medi- 
tation on the excessive pains endured by the God-Man for 
love of us.” 

Meditation on the Passion insures to us a special glory in 
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heaven. This was revealed to St. Gertrude. On the feast of 
St. John the Evangelist she beheld how this beloved apostle 
enjoyed a special bliss in heaven, because he had always begun 
his meditations by the remembrance of our Savior’s Passion 
which he had beheld with his own eyes. 


7. Consoles in Sufferings 


How much easier it is to bear our sufferings when we 
consider the untold pains and humiliations borne by our beloved 
Redeemer for love of us! “Oh!” exclaims St. Augustine, 
“Christ died for me! — this is my sweet consolation when 
suffering weighs most heavily.” 

To St. Gertrude our Lord promised: “Whosoever in his 
trials and adversities unites himself with My sufferings, and 
strives to follow Me in patience and resignation, will truly 
repose on My Heart and participate in all the merits of My 
life.” 

The Imitation of Christ thus exhorts us to draw comfort 
from Christ’s Passion in our trials: “Dost thou wish ... to en- 
joy sweet consolation in the midst of suffering and pain? to 
make great progress in prayer? to obtain final perseverance? 
to die a blessed death and reign forever in heaven?— then 
contemplate diligently the Passion and Death of our Divine 
Redeemer.” 

+ + & 


The ‘‘Way of the Cross’’ 





IG eon? AINTS have recommended that we meditate on our 
meee Savior’s sufferings every day, or at least every 

a) Friday. During the holy season of Lent we will 
especially take to heart the sufferings of Jesus 
Christ, and daily reflect on a mystery or scene of 
His bitter Passion. It is not necessary that the meditation 
should be long; but we should fervently and gratefully recall 
what our Blessed Redeemer has suffered for our salvation. 
Such reflections can be made not only in church, but also at 
home, at work, on the farm or even in the street-car. 

One of the most excellent means of meditating on the 
Passion of our Lord is the devotion of the Way of the Cross, 
or the “Stations”, as it is commonly called. We should practice 
this devotion particularly on Fridays and during Lent. 





yrs 
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Let us frequently have recourse to this holy and easy 
manner of honoring our dear Savior’s Passion. How pleasing 
it is to our Lord, we may judge from His words to St. Gertrude: 
“As they who handle flour cannot but be whitened by it, so 
no one, howsoever imperfect his devotion may be, can occupy 
his mind with the Passion, without receiving some benefit.” 
And again: “Howsoever grievous the burden of man’s sins, he 
may take comfort in the hope of pardon if he offer to God 
the Father My Passion and death.” 

The Church has granted to those who make the Stations 
of the Cross, all the indulgences granted to thcse who make 
a pilgrimage to the’ Holy Land and venerate the very spots 
on which our Savior suffered and died. 

It is very easy to make the Stations. Only one thing is 
required: to think of our Lord’s sufferings as we visit each of 
the fourteen Stations in turn. At least one step should be 
made between each Station. We are not obliged to remain 
long. No prayers are enjoined; only to think lovingly of our 
Savior’s cruel sufferings. When the pictures are actually be- 
fore our eyes, this is certainly not difficult. Alas, how greatly 
neglected is this most profitable devotion! 

Holy Church is so anxious for the faithful to practice the 
devotion of the Stations, that she makes pcssible the gaining 
of the numerous indulgences even to those confined to bed by 
illness, or otherwise prevented from making the “Way of the 
Cross” in church. All that is necessary for them is to hold 
in the hand a Crucifix enriched with the indulgences of the 
Stations and at the same time to pray the Our Father, Hail 
Mary and Glory be to the Father fourteen times, that is, once 
for each station; then the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory 
be to the Father five times in honor of the five holy Wounds of 
Jesus, and lastly one Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be to 
the Father according to the intention of the Pope. Is not this a 
veritable treasury of indulgences? By it we can afford great 
help to the suffering souls in purgatory, and especially, console 
our Blessed Savior and show our gratitude for His bitter 
Passion and Death. 


+> +€ + 


REMARK. — We here wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 329 


The Book of Books 





A famous lawyer once took the saintly Franciscan, Broth- 
er Felix, into his library and showed him the immense col- 
lection of costly volumes arranged in tiers. Evidently from 
a motive of vanity, he asked Brother Felix, “Well, what do 
you think of such a great lot of books?” 

The holy Brother was silent for a moment. Then directing 
his gaze upon a Crucifix which hung in the room, he replied, 
“I think that many of these books were written for the express 
purpose of rightly explaining this Book,” pointing to the 
Cross, “for this comprises the whole law, and must serve as 
the rule of our life!” 

Yes, the Crucifix is indeed a wonderful Book. It is that 
marvelous Book of which St. Thomas and St. Bonaventure 
have said: “I drew more wisdom at the feet of Christ Cruci- 
fied than from any learned treatise ever written.” 

In the writings of Tauler, we read these words addressed 
to him by our Savior: “Behold, assiduous meditation on My 
Passion will change a lowly and simple man into an accom- 
plished master. It is indeed a living Book wherein all knowledge 
is contained . .. How blessed is the man who keeps it constantly 
before his eyes and studies therein! What wisdom and grace, 
what consolation and sweetness, what purity of heart will he 
obtain from My continuous presence!” 


¢ + + 


A Chosen Instrument in God’s Hands 





1T was on the eve of the feast of the Seven Dolors of 
Mary, March 21, 1907, when, in the Convent of the 
Visitation, Chambery, France, Sister Mary Martha, a lay 
sister, resigned her soul into the hands of her Creator. 
From her earliest youth she had been a privileged child, des- 
tined to propagate devotion to the Holy Wounds among the 
faithful. One Good Friday, when the child was scarcely nine 
years old, our Lord appeared to her for the first time, all 
covered with Wounds and Blood, hanging on the Cross. This 
first impression remained with her throughout her life. 
Frances Chambon was the name by which she was known 
before her entrance into religion. At the age of eighteen she 
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entered the convent of the Visitation at Chambery, and two 
years later on the 2d of August 1864, made holy profession and 
received the name, “Sister Mary Martha.” Her natural gifts 
were few; her intelligence which no education had developed, 
was in no way remarkable. She had her faults and weak points, 
and with touching simplicity she complained of them to Jesus. 
Our Lord consoled her, saying: “Thy imperfections are the best 
proof that all which takes place within thee comes from God. 
They are the covering with which I hide My gifts. Thou art 
careful to conceal them; but I desire to do so still more.” 

During the first years of her religious life, Jesus, the 
Crucified, required night watches and corporal penances from 
her in order thus to make her capable of receiving His sublime 
graces and the tokens of His special love. 

Two years after she made her holy vows— it was 
in September, 1866, — she was favored with the first Divine 
communications. Our Divine Lord and the Blessed Virgin 
frequently appeared to her. The Crucified Savior appeared to 
her almost every day and showed her His Sacred Wounds, 
that, in holy contemplation, she might submerge herself into 
them and share His sufferings. Sometimes the Wounds were 
radiant with glory, sometimes purplish or bleeding. 

The three days of September 26th, 27th and 28th of the 
year 1867, were days of extraordinary grace for the sister. 
During these days she was in a supernatural condition, and 
received special light and direction especially from the Heav- 
enly Father. 

The Heavenly Father showed her Jesus in the Sacred 
Host, saying: “I give thee Him whom thou dost offer to Me 
so frequently.” He- permitted her to see the mysteries of 
Bethlehem and Nazareth; likewise, He gave her a deep insight 
into the two great works of Divine Love: the Incarnation and 
Redemption. Then the Holy Ghost, as a fiery dart, issued 
from the bosom of the Eternal Father. “Light, suffering and 
love are contained in this fire!” said the Eternal Father. On 
the third day, the Father permitted her to see, in a ray of 
light, the Cross of His Son and gave her a profound knowledge 
of the great value of the Holy Wounds for her own salvation. 
Moreover, she clearly understood her mission; namely, that 
she was to make known to the whole world the merits of the 
Sacred Wounds. 
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Her Mission 


On one occasion our Loving Savior said to His little ser- 
vant: “It pains Me that there are souls who look upon devo- 
tion to My Wounds as something strange, contemptible, or 
unsuitable. In this way the devotion is neglected and forgotten. 
In heaven there are saints who had great devotion to My 
Sacred Wounds, but on earth there is scarcely anyone who 
honors Me in a worthy manner.” 

How justified is this complaint in our days, when the aim 
and end of so many Christians, yes, sometimes even of religious, 
is directed principally to exterior and fleeting things. Sacrifice, 
self-denial, bearing the cross, patience, humility, are unintel- 
ligible words to many who call themselves Christians. Souls 
who seriously reflect on the Passion of Christ and preserve 
the memory of it in their hearts have become rare, and still, 
the Passion of Christ is the true school of charity, the best 
and most powerful incentive to piety. 

St. Francis de Sales, the glorious founder of the Visitation 
Order to which Sister Mary Martha belonged, appeared to her 
and confirmed her in her mission. One day they conversed 
as follows: “Thou knowest, my Father, because of my imper- 
fections, my sisters have little faith in what I say.” “My 
daughter,” replied the saint, “God’s views are not those of 
creatures. Creatures judge from a human standpoint. God, 
on the contrary, gives His graces to the very weakest, that 
all He accomplishes in them may redound to His glory. Thou 
shouldst be quite satisfied with thy imperfections, because they 
hide God’s favors. God has chosen thee to complete the de- 
votion to the Sacred Heart. It is a great happiness to my 
fatherly heart that this honor should be given to Jesus Crucified 
by thee; the Sacred Heart was revealed to my daughter, 
Margaret Mary, the holy Wounds to my dear Mary Martha. 
It is a special joy to my paternal heart that this honor should 
be given to Jesus Crucified through you. This is the ‘filling 
up’ of the Redemption, for which Jesus so ardently longed.” 

The Blessed Virgin, too, graciously deigned to confirm the 
humble sister in her mission. “My child,” she said, “thou art 
chosen to avert God’s justice by making known the merits of 
the Passion and Sacred Wounds of my only and well-beloved 
Son, Jesus.” — On another occasion speaking of the community, 
she said: “Do you desire riches? draw them from the Sacred 
Wounds of my Son. All the lights of the Holy Ghost come 
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from the Wounds of Jesus, but you will receive these gifts 
only in proportion to your humility. I am your Mother, and 
I tell you, go and draw grace from the Wounds of Jesus; press 
your lips to His Wounds and drain them of all the Blood; but 
this you can never do. Thou, my child, must apply the merits 
of my Son’s Wounds to the conversion of the wicked.” 

The Heavenly Father was unremitting in reminding her 
of her mission. “My child,” He said, “I give thee My Son that 
He may help thee all day long to pay what thou owest to My 
justice for the sins of all. Take constantly from the Wounds 
of Jesus what is required to pay the debts of sinners.” 

The community at Chambery were reciting special prayers 
and making processions for a special intention. The Heavenly 
Father declared to the little sister; “What you offer Me there 
is nothing.” — “If that is nothing,” exclaimed the simple little 
sister, “then I offer Thee everything Thy Son has done and 
suffered for us.” — “Yes,” replied the Heavenly Father, “that 
is something great.” 

Our Divine Savior, likewise, on many occasions renewed 
the assurance that she was, in truth, called to revive the 
devotion to the Wounds by which we are redeemed. “I have 
chosen thee,” He said, to reawaken devotion to My holy Passion 
in these sad times in which thou dost live.” Then showing 
her His Sacred Wounds as a book from which He wished to 
teach her how to read, her loving Master added, “Never take 
thy eyes off this book, and thou wilt learn in it more than 
the wisest men have learnt. Everything is comprised in prayer 
to the Sacred Wounds.” 

On another occasion, as Sister Mary Martha was kneeling 
before the Blessed Sacrament, our Savior displayed His Sacred 
Heart as the source of all the other Wounds, and repeated to 
her, “I have chosen My faithful servant, Margaret Mary, to 
make known My Divine Heart, and My little Mary Martha 
to awaken devotion to My other Wounds. My Wounds will 
infallibly save thee; they will be the salvation of the world.” 

Again He declares: “Thy path in life is to make Me 
known and loved through My Sacred Wounds, and especially 
in future days.” He urged her that she should continually 
offer up His Sacred Wounds for the salvation of the world. 
“My daughter,” He said “the world will be troubled to a 
greater or lesser extent, according to the degree to which 
thou shalt have fulfilled thy task. Thou hast been chosen 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 333 


to satisfy My justice. Here on earth in the seclusion of thy 
cloister, thou must lead the life of those in heaven: thou must 
pray unceasingly to appease My vengeance, and to renew the 
devotion to My Sacred Wounds. Through this devotion, not 
only the souls of the present generation, but many others 
should be saved. One day I shall ask an account of how thou 
hast made use of this treasure for the good of all My creatures.” 

A little later Jesus said to her: “Truly, My spouse, I dwell 
here and in all hearts in this place. HereI shall establish My 
reign and My peace. By My power I shall overcome all ob- 
stacles, for I am the Master of souls, and I know all miseries. 
I have chosen thee to make known the merits of My Sacred 
Passion for all men, but I desire that thou remain hidden. 
Later, I shall make known that it is by this means and by 
the hands of My Immaculate Mother, that the world shall 
be saved.” 


4 +€ +* 


Our Savior Himself Encourages Devotion to 
His Five Holy Wounds 





O Sister Mary Martha Chambon, a Visitation 
nun of Chambery, our Lord deigned to reveal 
the superabundant graces and blessing connected 
with the veneration of His holy Wounds. The 
motives are so numerous, that, surely, every 
soul who loves Jesus will be inflamed with more 
zeal than ever before, to love and venerate the holy Wounds. 
Our Crucified Savior in confiding this mission to Sister 
Mary Martha, took pleasure in revealing to her enraptured 
soul the innumerable motives for invoking the Sacred Wounds, 
as also the benefits to be derived from this devotion. Every 
day, and at every moment of the day, He unveiled to her the 
unspeakable treasures of these sources of life, to excite a 
desire in her to become an ardent apostle of them. Our Lord 
said to her: “My daughter, dost thou recognize in My Wounds 
the treasure of the world? The world knows it not. It is 
My will thou shouldst see them in this manner so that thou 
mayst better understand what I have done in coming to suffer 
for thee. My daughter, every time thou dost offer the merits 
of My Sacred Wounds to My Father, thou wilt gain an immense 
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fortune ... God and My Blessed Mother take care of this great 
fortune for thee so that they may restore it to thee at the 
hour of thy death. 

“Thou shalt not remain poor since thy Father is so rich. 
What are thy riches? They are My holy Passion. He who is 
in need, let him come with faith and confidence; let him draw 
abundantly from the treasure of My Passion and from the 
depths of My Wounds. This treasure belongs to thee. Every- 
thing is contained therein except hell. 

“One single drop of My Blood is sufficient to purify the 
whole world, and thou dost think -nothing of it! Thou dost 
not know its value. My executioners did well to pierce My 
side, and My hands, and My feet, because in doing so they 
opened fountains whence the waters of mercy will eternally 
flow. Sin which was the cause of them, is alone to be detested. 

“My Father takes complacency in the offering of My 
Sacred Wounds, and the dolors of My Mother. To offer them 
to Him is to offer Him adequate honor and glory, — a heav- 
enly gift. Thou wilt here find sufficient to pay for all who 
are in debt, for in offering My Sacred Wounds to My Father 
thou canst satisfy for the sins of men.” 

Jesus urged Sister Mary Martha—and urges us with 
her — to make use of the treasure. “Thou must confide all,” 
He said, “to My Sacred Wounds, and work by their merits 
for the salvation of souls.” 


With Humility 


Jesus would have us practice this devotion with humility. 
“When these Wounds were wrought, men vainly imagined 
they were not lasting. Not so; they were to remain, and they 
will be seen by My creatures for all eternity. I say this 
in order that thou mayst not give them a careless glance 
only, but that thou mayst venerate them with profound 
humility. 

“Thy life is not of this world. Take away Christ’s Wounds 
and thou wouldst become quite earthly. Thy nature is too 
material to comprehend to their full extent all the graces thou 
receivest through the merits of My Wounds. Thou dost not 
sufficiently contemplate the sun in its plenitude. My priests 
themselves do not sufficiently urge devotion to the Crucifix. 
It is My will that the whole of My Humanity should be 
honored. The harvest is great; it is abundant. Thou must 
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humble thyself; thou must sink into thy original nothingness 
in order to reap a harvest of souls, without looking back on 
anything thou hast already done. Do not fear to show My 
Wounds to souls. The way of My Wounds is a very simple 
and easy way to heaven.” 


With Glowing Heart 


Jesus asks that we follow this way with glowing hearts. 
Pointing to a group of angelic spirits who were pressing 
round the altar while Holy Mass was being celebrated, our 
Lord said to Sister Mary Martha: “They are contemplating 
the beauty and sanctity of God. They admire, they adore, but 
they cannot imitate. As for thee, thou shouldst contemplate 
the sufferings of Jesus in order to conform thyself to Him. 
Thou must come to My Wounds with deeply loving heart, 
and make the aspirations with great fervor, in order to receive 
the favors thou dost expect from them.” 


With Faith and Confidence 


Jesus asks that we approach this treasure with firm faith. 
“They are ever fresh; thou must pray as if thou didst so for 
the first time. People will find in the devout contemplation 
of My Wounds all they require for themselves and others. I 
show them to Thee in order that thou mayst enter into 
them.” He invites us to do this with confidence. “Do not, My 
daughter,” He said, “be disturbed about the things of this 
world. In eternity thou wilt see what thou hast gained by 
devotion to My Wounds. The Wounds in My sacred feet are 
gulfs: bring all My creatures to them; these openings are 
large enough to contain all. 

“Thou must pray fervently,” our Lord said, “that the 
knowledge of My Sacred Wounds may be propagated in 
the world.” As Jesus pronounced these words, Sister Mary 
Martha saw five luminous rays of glory issue from the Wounds 
of Christ and envelope the globe. “My Sacred Wounds,” He 
said, “sustain the whole world. Thou must ask that this love 
of My Wounds may become deeply rooted in souls, because 
it is the source of all graces. Thou shouldst constantly invoke 
them, and lead others to do the same. Speak of them often, 
and frequently return to the subject in order to impress this 
devotion on souls. It will take a long time to establish this 
devotion; thou must work courageously for this end. Every 
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word that is said on the subject of My Sacred Wounds pleases 
Me unspeakably. I count each one.” 

On one occasion when Sister Mary Martha was very 
thirsty, her loving Master said to her: “Come to Me, My 
daughter, I will give thee water which will quench thy thirst. 
In the Crucifix thou wilt find what will quench thy thirst; 
all that the soul requires will be found there. In possessing 
My Wounds thou possessest everything. It is by them, through 
sufferings and not through pleasure, that great and solid actions 
are performed. You are laborers, laboring in the Lord’s fields; 
with My Wounds you will gain much with little labor. Offer 
Me thy actions, and those of thy Sisters united to My Sacred 
Wounds; nothing can render them more agreeable or more 
meritorious in My sight; even the smallest will gain inexpres- 
sible value thereby.” 

It will be well to notice that in these manifestations and 
confidences given to Sister Mary Martha by our Savior, of 
which we have been speaking, He does not show her on every 
occasion all His Wounds at the same time; occasionally He 
showed them singly to her. Accordingly, one day He gave 
her this loving invitation: “Thou shouldst strive to lessen the 
pain of My Wounds by contemplating them. He then showed 
His right foot to her, saying, “What reverence thou shouldst 
have for this Wound! Thou shouldst hide thyself in it as a 
dove in a rock.” On another occasion He showed her His 
left hand. “My daughter,” He said, “take the merits of My 
left hand to give them to souls, in order that they may be at 
My right hand for all eternity. The souls of religious will be 
on My right to judge the world, but I shall ask an account 
of them, first, of the souls which they should have saved.” 


> + + 


The Happiness, the Joy of Being a Sister 
of Perpetual Adoration 





narrow paths; often, yes, very often, over dreary, thorny 

paths. However, the good religious, and above all, a 

Sister of Perpetual Adoration, who loves Jesus in the 
Sacred Host proceeds on the way to heaven with joy and 
gladness, rejoicing and singing as she hastens on. 


C HE path of life is a wearisome journey over steep, 
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Along her path grows a rose of wondrous properties and 
marvelous beauty. She plucks this rose and presses it to her 
heart; instantly, fatigue vanishes, her heart becomes buoyant, 
peace and joy reflect in her eyes. This rose thrives in the 
convent garden of the Perpetual Adoration; it has five crimson 
petals and distils an exquisite fragrance. 

The first of these petals is the holiness of an adorer’s 
vocation. Behold, in her heart matures the conviction: I 
must become a true Sister of Perpetual Adoration; I must 
dedicate myself entirely to the service of Jesus in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. Nothing can be done more pleasing to 
the Heavenly Father, nor to Jesus Christ, nor to the Mother 
of Jesus, than to live for Jesus entirely, and constantly to 
love and adore Him. Such is the will of the Heavenly 
Father. Anything greater, more holy and better than the 
will of God and its fulfilment is not conceivable. 

For thirty years Jesus led a hidden life, adoring and loving 
God. It was His mission, His vocation, His food, His comfort 
and His joy. And now it is His greatest delight when devout 
young ladies with a loving, innocent heart, renounce the world 
and consecrate themselves wholly to the service of their 
Eucharistic God. Does it seem possible — a poor, frail creature 
can give pleasure to the infinite God? None but a soul 
enlightened by the Holy Spirit has an idea of the pleasure 
and honor it affords the Most Holy Trinity when a devout 
soul kneels in loving adoration before Jesu Hostia. 

The second petal of this wondrous rose which blossoms 
at the convent of Perpetual Adoration, is the consciousness: 
My vocation leads to immeasurable glory in heaven; it brings 
me near to the Sacred Person of Jesus. 

For love of Jesus the soul dedicates herself to the life 
of Perpetual Adoration. Once in the convent, she is guided 
principally by love; she strives to make many acts of love for 
Jesus; all her actions become precious through love and a pure 
intention. Consequently, she advances with giant strides on 
the way of perfection and sanctity. All the saints have walked 
the path of love of God to heaven. Our Savior Himself, His 
Blessed Mother, St. Joseph walked on this way. A true sister 
of Perpetual Adoration is imbued with joy, receives so much 
interior consolation, so many inspirations and graces, that 
the yoke of religious life becomes sweet, and its burden light. 


To be continued. 





Sixth Station 


eronica Wipes the Face of Jesus 








V. We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee: 
Rk. Because by Thy holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the world. 





Che Way of the @ross Contains fifteen devotion-inspiring pictures, each 
one a work of art, printed on best paper. The above picture shows the sixth 
station. The make-up is very attractive, the prayers very touching, print large 
and plain. From Philadelphia: “Each picture is so lifelike they almost speak. I 





Reflection 


The Divine Face of our dear Savior is covered 
with blood, filth and spittle. Moved by reverence 
and compassion, Veronica offers Jesus her veil. With 
it He wipes His bloody, maltreated Face, and re- 
wards her by leaving upon the veil the impression of 
His Sacred Countenance. How great a reward for 
so slight a service !— What service and gratitude do 
I render to my Lord for the untold benefits He has 
so mercifully bestowed upon me ? 


Prayer 


O Jesus, what return shall I make for all Thou 
hast given me? Behold, I surrender myself entirely 
to Thy service. I offer Thee my heart. Thou who 
didst deign to imprint the image of Thy Sacred Coun- 
tenance upon the veil of Veronica, oh, engrave 
deeply upon my heart the remembrance of Thy 
bitter sufferings that I may everywhere carry with 
me the image of my Crucified Lord. Amen. 


Our Father... Hail Mary... 


V. Crucified Lord Jesus have mercy on us: 
R. And help the suffering souls in purgatory. 


Holy Mother, pierce me through, 
In my heart each wound renew 
Of my Savior Crucified. 


should think they would melt the most hardened hearts if they would take the 
pains to study them.” Ohio: “I have never seen anything so inspiring; they surely 
help one to meditate.’”’ Buffalo: “The Station Book has such beautiful, touching 
pictures, that they would inspire the hardest sinners with love and contrition. And 
the price is so reasonable; it is more satisfactory and pleasing than I could have 
looked for or desired.” Has a durable dark cover. Price 30 cts. 


Nickel bound Crucifixes Sin. $0.50; 6in. 0.75; 7in. 1.00 Ir0in. 2.00 
Real Ebony, Oxidized Corpus 3 in. $0.35; 4% in. 0.60 6in. 0.90 8% in. 1.50 


If desired, the station book will be blessed, and the Cruuifixes mentioned above en- 
riched with the indulgences of the stations and of the dying. 
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Words of Consolation for the Sorrowing, 
Sick and Dying 





T. Joseph is a special friend, comforter and protector 
of the sick and dying. He has received the privilege 
to be their patron because he protected the Divine 

— Child so faithfully and suffered so much for Him. In 
return, our Blessed Savior lovingly assisted St. Joseph during 

the last days of his life and at the hour of death, thus sweeten- 

ing his departure from this world. Confidently invoke dear 

St. Joseph in pain and sickness. Through his powerful inter- 

cession you can regain your health in so far as it is conducive 

to your salvation; he will obtain for you strength, comfort and 
resignation to the will of God. Above all, in your last moments, 
in your last struggle, he will help you to conquer the enemies 
of your soul. Among all temporal blessings, health is the 
greatest good, therefore a sick person may ask to regain it. 

The motive that should guide us in requesting this favor is 

beautifully expressed by the servant of God, Rev. Balthasar 

Alvarez, in a letter written to his friend. 

“Do not fear,” he says, “to ask for the recovery of your 
health if you are resolved to employ it only in the service 
of God. I shall quote our Lord’s own words. ‘My love for 
souls is so condescending,’ He said to St. Gertrude, ‘that it 
obliges Me to accept graciously the desires of the just, if these 
desires are inspired by pure, disinterested motives. If the 
sick desire health with the sincere purpose of serving Me 
better, they may ask for it with all confidence. Still more— 
if they desire health to be able to earn a greater reward, even 
then I condescend to grant it, for I love the sick so much 
that I prefer their advantage to My own.’ 

“T tell you,” continues Father Alvarez, “I have stood at the 
portals of death, and still live. Take courage, then, and firmly 
hope for your recovery. The surest means, however, to regain 
health is, while praying and hoping, to resign oneself wholly 
to the will of God. This submission to God’s holy will is so 
pleasing to Him that He allows your sickness so that you may 
have an opportunity to practice this resignation and trust. If 
you yield to God in this matter, He will call out to Death as 
the angel once called out to Abraham when the holy patriarch 
stretched forth his arm to sacrifice his only son: ‘Halt...’ 
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Therefore, imitate Abraham in his generosity, and God may 
have a similar surprise in store for you.” 

The same servant of God, whom the Blessed Virgin had 
inspired with so tender a devotion to the holy foster-father 
St. Joseph, wrote to a sick religious: — 

“If God sends you sufferings of soul and body, He seeks 
thereby to converse with you in a loving and intimate manner. 
I remember having read in the life of St. Gertrude how our 
Lord once said to her: ‘If I see a soul devoid of all virtue, I 
send her trials; these are the announcement of My visit, for 
I find My delight in souls which suffer. When trials come, 
therefore, they announce My approach. And because I wish 
to be invoked, I increase and multiply sufferings until I hear 
the soul cry to Me.’— This is likewise a dogma of faith, for 
the psalmist says, ‘The Lord is nigh to them that are of a 
contrite heart’ (Ps. xxxiii. 19); and again, ‘I am with him in his 
trouble’ (Ps. xc. 15). Believe me, my father, this is the mystery 
of the sufferings you are enduring. They are a token not of 
God’s anger, but of His love; not of the privation of His good 
pleasure, but of His friendship.” 


ern 


The Greatest Work of God 


God Himself cannot perform a greater work on earth than the celebration of 
Mass. Mass is so replete with mysteries as to outnumber the drops of water in the 
ocean, the stars in the firmament, and the angels in heaven. Never did the Om- 
nipotence of God effect anything more sublime than that which takes place in Holy 
Mass. Jesus said to St. Mechtilde: “I alone know and understand perfectly, in 
what manner I daily sacrifice Myself for the salvation of the faithful; and this, 
neither cherubim nor seraphim can fully comprehend.” Therefore, the Holy Mass 
is the sun of all spiritual exercises, the heart of devotion, the soul of piety, the 
flame of Divine love, the abyss of Divine goodness, the most precious treasure the 
Holy Church possesses. During Mass the Blessed Sacrament is consecrated and 
offered to the Supreme God. 

Behold, what honor you bestow on the Heavenly Father when you havea 
Mass offered! what graces and blessings come down upon you from God! If you 
give Mass stipends to poor priests, and there are yet so many in Germany and 
Austria, you likewise perform an act of great charity. Jesus loves priests as the 
apple of His eye. When, by giving Mass stipends, you support priests who are in 
want and poverty, you draw down upon you the mercy and blessing of the Sacred 
Heart. . Let us, then, be generous, and have many Masses offered for ourselves 
and our intentions, and for the dear departed. 

Mass intentions will be conscientiously and promptly forwarded to the bishops 
and religious superiors of Central Europe, if sent to 


Rev. P. Lukas, 0.S.B., or to 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











The XXVIII International Eucharistic Congress 
Chicago, Illinois, June 20-24, 1926 





NDER the sponsorship of His Eminence, George Cardinal 
| Mundelein, Archbishop of Chicago, the XXVIII International 
1 Eucharistic Congress will be convened in Chicago, June 20-24, 
1926. This gathering will be the first international Eucha- 
ristic Congress to be held in the United States. 





Doctrine of the Eucharist 


In order to understand the purpose and significance of a Eucha- 
ristic congress it is necessary that something be said of the teaching of 
the Catholic Church in this matter. According to the Catholic doctrine, 
the Blessed Eucharist, or the Sacrament of the Eucharist, is the "central 
fact of Catholic worship and devotion." The teaching of the Church 
is that, during the Mass, which is defined as "the unbloody Sacrifice of 
the Body and Blood of Christ," at the words of consecration uttered by 
the celebrant priest, that which was, and to all appearances is, bread 
and wine, becomes the Body and Blood of Christ, His Soul and Divini- 
ty... that Jesus Christ is actually present upon the altar, in entirety, in 
either species. The consecrated Host, or small white wafer, is reserved 
in the Tabernacle of the altar in all Catholic churches and is adored 
as the Living Presence of Jesus Christ. 
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With this thought in mind it will be readily understood how, in all 
the ages since the dawn of Christianity, devotion to the Holy Eucharist 
has been, among Catholics, of whatever race or nationality, both spirited 
and widespread. To Catholics, Jesus Christ is actually present in the 
Blessed Eucharist and, consequently, it is upon this doctrine of the 
Blessed Eucharist that all Catholic devotion and practice rests. Pious 
Christians have ever sought to stimulate to increased fervor this devotion 
to Christ in the Eucharist. 


History of the Congress 


The Eucharistic Congress is but the latest manifestation of 
this devotion. The movement had its origin in the piety of a 
devout French woman, Marie Tamissier, at whose solicitation 
Bishop Gaston de Segur convened the first Congress at Lille, 
France, June 21, 1881. This Congress was attended by about 
3,000 persons representing nine nationalities. Explaining the 
purpose of that first meeting, the venerable Bishop said: 

It is quite evident that the great evils of the day, not merely 
in France but throughout the whole Christian world, are traceable 
to the denial of Jesus Christ. Secularization has been the watch- 
word of the enemies of God and their purpose has been to keep 
religion and the supernatural away from the hearts of men. Our 
purpose is to open a way to man’s heart for Jesus Christ to 
enter, and this purpose can be attained only by means of the 
Holy Eucharist. . 

The following year the Congress was held at Avignon and 
was attended by more than 6,000 persons. Liege was selected 
for the Congress of 1883 at which assembled 10,000 Catholics 
_ from all parts of the world. 

When the fourth Congress convened at Fribourg, Switzerland, 
added thousands of the clergy and laity met to participate in its 
ceremonies and deliberations. At the seventh Congress held at 
Antwerp, Belgium, in 1890, the popularity of the Congress move- 
ment was evidenced by the presence of more than 150,000 persons. 

The pilgrims assembled in Jerusalem in 1893 for the ninth 
Eucharistic Congress, and on the Mount of Olives, where tradition 
states that the agony of Christ, before His betrayal, occurred, the 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament took place. 

The Eucharistic Congresses following the one in Jerusalem 
were held at Reims, France, 1894; Paray-le-Monial, France, 1897; 
at Brussels, Belgium, 1898; Lourdes, France, 1899, where 30,000 


Priests attended the Congress and took part in the processions. 


SEY A RSSTON 





344 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


The thirteenth Congress met at Angers, France, in 1901; Namur, 
Belgium, was chosen for the following year; and the fifteenth 
Congress went to Angouleme, France. 

Pope Pius X added tothe solemnity of the Sixteenth Congress, 
which was held at Rome, by celebrating Mass and receiving the 
delegates in special audiences. This Eucharistic Congress was 
held in Rome at the urgent request of the Pope. 

Tournai, Belgium, and Metz, were the cities of the seven- 
teenth and eighteenth meetings, in 1906 and 1907. Each year 
the assemblies had become more international in their character, 
and it was decided to hold the nineteenth Congress in London. 
Cardinal Bourne, then Archbishop of Westminster, had invited 
the delegates to the first Eucharistic Congress to be held among, 
and under the auspices of, English-speaking people. 

Cardinal Vincenzo Vannutelli, who was the Papal Legate to 
the London Congress, was the first of such Legates to visit Eng- 
land for more than three centuries. He was greeted by an en- 
thusiastic reception and escorted by a body of English noblemen 
in the procession to the Westminster Cathedral. With Cardinal 
Vannutelli were six other Cardinals, fourteen Archbishops, seventy 
Bishops, and great numbers of Priests and members of the laity. 
The London Congress was considered the greatest of all Eucha- 
ristic Congresses up to its time. 

The twientieth Congress was held in Cologne, in 1909, and 
the following year the first Congress in the Western Hemisphere 
was held in Montreal. 

In the succeeding years the Eucharistic Congresses met in 
Madrid, Vienna, Malta, and in Lourdes in 1914. The World 
War interrupted the annual meetings, but after a lapse of eight 
years, the next Congress, the twenty-sixth, met in Rome in 1922. © 

Amsterdam was the gathering place in 1924 for the thousands 
of devoted pilgrims from many countries who assembled in the 
great Dutch city and its “‘sportpark” for the Congress ceremonies. 

It is to Montreal, however, that one must look in estimating 
the possibilities of the Congress to be held in Chicago next June. 


The Congress at Chicago 


Fifteen years ago, 715,000 visitors journeyed to the Canadian 
city for the Eucharistic meeting. Since that time, devotion to the Holy 
Eucharist has very greatly increased as is evidenced by the almost in- 
credible growth of the practice of frequent Communion. In the United 
States this devotion has been fostered by special Eucharistic ceremonies 
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such as weekly or monthly "Holy Hour," archconfraternities of the Holy 
Eucharist, etc. Then, too, travel is more common today than it was 
fifteen years ago. Add to this the fact that the Congress to be held at 
Chicago is the first to be convened in the United States. It is not 
unlikely that, in popularity and in point of numbers of those in attend- 
ance, the gathering at Chicago next June will prove to be the most 
outstanding religious demonstration of a century. 

Chicago is, by its geographical position, admirably situated for 
such an international gathering. Where the Montreal of fifteen years 
ago was served by two railroads, Chicago is now the greatest railroad 
center of the world, with fifty-three roads either making their terminals 
or having their junctions there. One-half the population of the United 
States.is within a night’s ride, and 8,000,000 persons live within a 
radius of 150 miles from the city. Every day, 50,000 visitors arrive 
and depart from the city. 

It is estimated that upwards of 1,000,000 persons will journey 
to Chicago for the five-day meeting there next June. These people will 
come not only from all parts of the nation but from the four corners of 
the earth as well. Already, there are assurances of the presence of 
substantial groups from England, Ireland, and Scotland, Belgium, France, 
Switzerland, Spain, Italy, Germany, Poland, Austria, ‘Hungary, Croatia 
and Slovenia. There are special groups being formed in Canada and 
Mexico, from two of the republics of Central America and from Colum- 
bia, Peru, Argentine, Chile, Brazil, Paraguay and Ecuador. From the 
Far East, from China and Japan and the Phillipines will come small but 
representative groups and it is expected that representatives from both 
India and Africa will participate in the Chicago assemblies. 

From all over the world will come Cardinals, Bishops and Priests 
of the Catholic Church. All these, together with great numbers of the 
laity, will have part in the Eucharistic ceremonies, in the meetings and 
deliberations and in the great open-air procession which is to be held 
on the closing day of the Congress. It is freely predicted that, outside 
the city of Rome, never before will there have been assembled a larger 
gathering of ecclesiastics. 

For more than a year 23 committees of both clergy and laity of 
the city of Chicago have been working away with the preparations for 
the Congress. These gentlemen are engaged in caring for the reception, 
transportation, housing, feeding and general welfare of Chicago’s guests 
during their stay in the city. To meet with the situation brought about 
by the presence of more than a million visitors in the city a special 
housing committee has been organized. This body is now engaged in 
making a survey of the private homes of Chicago in an effort to locate 
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accommodations for a million guests, above and beyond the throngs 
which are to be housed in hotels and boarding houses. Recently, more 
than 770,000 questionnaires were distributed in all the Catholic churches 
of the city as part of the campaign to locate suitable accommodations. 

Conferences have been held with railroad officials and representa- 
tives of steamship lines, to arrange for special rates for persons coming 
to the Congress and organize all transportation facilities to bring them 
to Chicago in safety and comfort. Pullman and dining cars will be 
sidetracked and used, where possible, for sleeping and restaurant 
purposes. 

The commissary committee, after a series of conferences with 
Chicago food producers, has announced that it will be able to care for 
the Congress crowds in matters of provisions and food supplies. Special 
efforts will be made to prevent any profiteering, and restaurants and 
hotels will be asked to cooperate with the committee by adopting a 
standard scale of prices. 


4 +£ + 


Sufferings of the Poor Souls 





wa) N what do the sufferings of the poor souls consist ? 

= Their sufferings are essentially twofold: First, a 
suffering consisting in the pain and torture of 
purging and refining; secondly, a_ suffering 
consisting in the pain and torture of a burning 
desire for God. Holy Scripture and Holy Church state nothing 
definite about the pain and torture which the souls in purgatory 
endure in punishment of and atonement for their sins, but 
they generally represent these pains and tortures under the 
aspect of fire. 

Gold, the most precious metal, is taken from the depths 
of the earth, from mines, where it lies hidden in long veins 
of hard rock mixed with impurities and base metals. Before 
it can be used, it is cast into a blazing furnace; it is heated through 
and through until it becomes liquified and all impurities, and 
even the least speck of a baser metal is separated from the 
pure gold. According to the comparison made by Holy Church 
something similar takes place with the suffering souls. These 
souls are the gold which the Church militant produces, but 
this gold is mixed with impure, earthly material; it must be 
cast into a spiritual glowing furnace, where it will be heated 
through and through, purified and refined, until it becomes 
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pure, genuine gold fit for circulation at par value in heaven. 

Who could bear to put his hand, his arm or foot into the 
glowing fire in which gold is refined? Who would venture to 
do so for even a moment? It would be an inexpressible, in- 
tolerable pain. The effect of the fire of purgatory upon souls, 
is similar in effect to that of material fire upon the body. The 
pain of purification must be something inexpressible, something 
awful. 

Do, then, the poor souls need your assistance or not? 
Answer yourself, dear reader, if there is a heart of flesh in 
your bosom. 


Consuming Desire for God 


But this purifying suffering is not all. They endure an- 
other suffering — a suffering of the inmost soul, which con- 
sists in a consuming desire for God. With this suffering we 
have nothing adequate to compare, although it is certainly 
more keen than even the pain of fire. Homesickness is an 
indescribable suffering, so that many persons in a foreign 
country, on foreign soil, have languished and died in the prime 
of life of yearning for father or mother, for home or country, 
for all their loved ones, though materially they seemed to 
prosper and succeed. This second suffering of the poor souls 
may likewise be called a torturing desire, a homesickness — a 
yearning for God, for heaven. In order to establish the correctness 
of this comparison, and thereby to judge of the intensity of the 
suffering of the poor souls, we should first be able to compre- 
hend how much more beautiful is heaven than the loveliest 
spot on earth; how infinitely more beautiful, better and dearer 
is God than the best father, or tenderest mother, or most 
affectionate friend. We should be able to realize that, because 
the soul was created solely for God and for heaven, there 
can be no greater misfortune for the soul in eternity, no 
greater suffering, than to be excluded from heaven and 
separated from God. 

But, we might object: Have not the poor souls the great, 
unspeakable consolation of knowing that their sufferings will 
end? Have they not the inexpressibly blessed feeling of 
certainty that, at length, they shall be forever with God in 
heaven? Oh, yes! this is an inexpressibly sweet consolation, 
an unspeakably blessed feeling; the great distinction between 
purgatory and hell. But let us not rely on that. Any- 
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one languishing in a dark, damp prison, derives consolation 
from the thought that after ten, twenty, or more years, he 
will be set at liberty again; but these twenty or more years 
in a dark, damp dungeon are, nevertheless, a severe probation, 
an awful suffering: an eternity, as we would say. And who 
would not wish to shorten these years of suffering? 

Therefore let us not console ourselves with the thought 
that the poor souls have that blessed feeling of once being re- 
leased, but rather strive by prayer and good works to shorten 
the years and days of their painful probation, of this 
most keen and sensitive of all torments. 

We erect monuments and tombstones in memory of our 
beloved departed — and who would blame us for it, so long as 
it is done in a Christian manner, and not in a spirit of pride 
and self-conceit. It is a need of the heart to retain the memory 
of our loved ones. But it is more Christianlike and chari- 
table to erect in our heart a monument to the memory 
of our beloved departed. Should our loved ones who 
have preceded us into eternity, still have to suffer and atone 
for their shortcomings, oh, let us come to their aid! Let us 
fulfill the obligations of charity and justice toward these poorest 
of the poor. With tender compassion let us think of them at 
all times, and their gratitude will serve to our spiritual 
advantage. Yes, God Himself who is “merciful and rich in 
mercy,” will fulfill His word in us, that is, He will be merciful 
to us because we have shown mercy. Oh, that not one of our 
readers would lay aside this magazine without having 
made the firm resolution henceforth to labor for the relief and 
release of the holy souls in purgatory. May all that is writ- 
ten herein serve to the consolation and liberation of the 
dear departed. 


a 


Worthy of Imitation: One of our faithful subscribers, the mother of a family, 
writes on Feb. 2, 1926: “The February issue of ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ came 
Saturday. I have been so taken up with it that I have been taking it with me 
from room to room and reading, or rather making, the Mass offering which I think 
so beautiful and instructive. It is so helpful to people like myself who have not 
received as much instruction in religion as we should have had. 

“Enclosed is $1.00 and a list of addresses. I wish you to send the February 
copy to each of these people so that they may derive the benefit of this beautiful 
and wonderful Mass offering. 

“Your ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ is one of the best magazines I have ever 
read. Each month it is better than the previous issue.” 
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Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


Continued 


§ NTHONY’S apostolic sermons effected, by the grace 
of God, a complete change of morals on the island 
of Sicily. But it likewise drew upon him the hatred 
of some malicious men who, themselves leading 
sinful lives, could not tolerate that others should 
be converted. One of them plotted to test the saint’s sanctity 
in order to find something in his conduct that might give oc- 
casion for blame. Accordingly, he invited Anthony on a Friday 
to dine with him, and served only fowl at table with the 
sarcastic remark that, according to the command of Christ, as 
well as the prescriptions of his rule, he must eat whatever is 
placed before him. 

Anthony partook of the dish set before him, cordially 
thanked his host and departed. By the prayer of the saint 





the dressed fowl had been changed into fish, although his ° 


deceitful host had not observed this. The wicked man now took 
the remnants of this singular meal, apparently the bones of 
fowls, and hastened with it to the bishop, that the prelate 
might see for himself that the far-famed sanctity and austerities 
of this friar were nothing but hypocrisy. 

But who can describe the surprise and well-merited shame 
of the wicked accuser, and the joy of the pious bishop, when, 
in the folded table cloth nothing but fish bones could be 
found? It was clear: God Himself had vindicated the honor 
of His servant. As a matter of course, the miracle was snon 
noised abroad, and contributed to increase the faith and 
confidence of the people in the wonder-working saint. 


Truly Remarkable Aid through St. Anthony 


Sept. 10, 1925: “In a certain business undertaking I have hopelessly lost a 
sum of $4,000.00, and am very much dejected. In my further endeavor to recover 
the loss, I have again lost, and am still on the losing side. So much distressed 
and disheartened 1 am with these losses that I have even given up keeping 
accounts of late. I have prayed much, and to many saints, but in vain... In 
spite of myself, my thoughts have dragged me to dear St. Anthony, the great 
wonder-worker. He can intercede for me with Jesus, and obtain my favor. Please 
pray for me. Ask the good saint to miraculously guide me and bless me with 
success in my further investments. From today, I shall begin anew. I have 
nothing to send along with this letter, but from today I shall give for the poor a 
certain per cent of the amount I receive on each successful day, if I recover my 
losses... Oh, do pray that St. Anthony will intercede, and console me so I 
may avoid all the consequences of my terrible loss.” 
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Dec. 1, 1925: “I read your letter in response to mine of Sept. 10th, over and 
over again. You will want to know how I fared after Sept. 10th... October 
passed away inflicting a further little loss each month. I was much distressed... 
But would you believe it, from the beginning of November, I have been doing 
splendidly well. According to circumstances, I would have lost $200.00 each 
month, but by some miraculous power, undoubtedly the intercession of good 
St. Anthony, I made a considerable profit. Thanks to the loving Heart of 
Jesus, thanks to St. Anthony. I am now confident that I shall recover my 
losses. I beg you to accept for the poor the enclosed alms in honor of St. Anthony 
with grateful thanks.” 


+ +£€ + 


A Heavenly Inspiration 


Happy the father, the mother of a worthy priest! The 
priestly son is the joy of his parents, their comfort and the 
source of great hope for eternal life. However, the grace of 
a priestly vocation comes from God Himself. The privilege of 
seeing their son at the altar is denied many families. And yet, 

-dear father, good mother, it is possible to have a priest in your 
family if you adopt a youth who wishes to become a priest; if 
you render it possible for him to study, and thus help him to 
attain his aim. In Germany and Austria there are many vo- 
cations for the priesthood, but on account of poverty, many 
talented young men may be prevented from studying. It is 
impossible for bishop or parents to furnish such a sum, because 
the bishop himself is poor, and the people of Germany and Austria 
have become totally impoverished. God grant that this beauti- 
ful idea, this heaven-inspired thought, this so eminently God- 
pleasing work, of supporting a student who feels himself called 
to the sacred ministry, may inspire many generous hearts to 
contribute the necessary funds for a continuation of his studies. 

What a blessed consciousness: this or that young man can 
become a priest through my alms; daily he will remember me 
at the altar, daily he will pray for my loved ones! Could any 
alms be more pleasing to God! Christ will reward it a hun- 
dredfold in this world, and will give life eternal in the next. 

A donation of $500.00 will help a young man in Germany 
or Austria during his course in philosophy and theology, which 
covers a term of five to six years’ time. 

However, many people with the best will are unable to 
sacrifice $500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would be possible for 
them. This amount will defray the expenses of a theology 
student during the last few years of his studies. 

Others, again, by being saving and economical, can lay 
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aside $50.00 or $60.00 a year. That is sufficient to help toward 
the most necessary expenses of a student for one year in the 
seminary. 

Whoever wishes to adopt a student until he has attained 
the priesthood, may send us the offering. We will forward the 
donation or scholarship to the diocesan bishop or to the directors 
of the seminary who will apply it to the education of a worthy 
student. The scholarship should not be sent direct to the 
student, because the diocesan bishop and the seminary directors 
are responsible for the vocation of a candidate to the priesthood. 
Should the student at any time prove himself unworthy of his 
high calling, the bishop withdraws the scholarship and bestows 
it upon another who is worthy. In this way the donor is as- 
sured that his gift is being applied to the holy purpose for which 
he sacrificed his money. The bishop or director of the seminary 
will write to you himself, and also the happy student. He will 
be in communication with you until he says his first Holy Mass. 
And be assured, the bond of charity will be drawn still 
more closely after his ordination. Then, dear reader, can you 
say in truth: I have a priest in my family! Oh, believe me, 
this priest will be a most grateful son, he will be your joy 
and consolation especially at the hour of death. 


>, we 
Untold Privations 


Letters which now reach us from religious institutions in Germany and 
Austria, particularly from the Carmelite nuns and convents of Perpetual Adora- 
tion, call forth the deepest pity. These poor convents have lost everything; they 
are utterly impoverished; they have no sources of income. The alms they receive 
from their own people is extremely scant, for lack of labor has now reached such 
a deplorable state that two millions are without employment. 

In November and December, Germany experienced the most bitterly cold win- 
ter for years. The River Inn, in Bavaria. for instance, was frozen at that time, — 
something which has not occurred for nearly thirty years. Then came heavy 
rains which lasted four days and nights, and flooded all the low lying lands. The 
Convents in such districts suffered untold damage and are in bitter want as a 
consequence. To make matters worse, the grippe is now claiming many victims. 
One sister writes that of the 180 inmates of their convent, 120 are sick of the 
grippe. Thus one trial succeeds another. 

The good and merciful God has His all-wise designs in all this, which man 
can neither understand nor fathom. However, one thing is certain: the good 
must suffer with the bad. But to us, in this our beautiful country, God has given 
a merciful heart, and has blessed us with means that we may help the suffering 
spouses of Christ in Germany and Austria. For this He will give us abundant 
blessings in this world, and eternal happiness in the next. Let us, then,’practice 
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this kind of charity and compassion which will insure for us transcending 
riches. Alms-giving is very acceptable to God especially during the present holy 
season of Lent when all are expected to bring some sacrifices. 


Poverty and Hardships 


Reverend and dear Father, Carmel St. Joseph, Dec. 18, 1925. 

The old year is drawing to a close and I long to thank Your 
Reverence once mure for all the benefits we have received through you. I 
humbly ask you, Reverend Father, to thank also our benefacturs most sin- 
cerely in our name, and we promise never to forget them in our prayers. 
At the same time, we entreat you and them, not to forget us during the 
coming year. Our present need is pressing and will be so during the new 
year. People who have always helped us cheerfully are now themselves 
destitute as a result of the heavy taxes, and they can scarcely see their own 
way clear. But we shall firmly trust all to Divine Providence which has 
hitherto provided for us inso fatherly a manner. In the Holy Night before 
the little crib and at the midnight Holy Communion, oh, then I will implore 
the Divine Child for all our benefactors, that the good God may fulfill all 
their wishes, and may abundantly bless them during the coming year and 
for eternity. 

Rev. Father, may I confide something to you? We ought to build a 
very simple little barn for some three or four cows. Our Rule does not al- 
low us to eat meat; so the sisters need a little milk and some eggs every 
day — this constitutes our chief food. For our future subsistence, a cow 
barn is indispensable. But, alas! we have no means, whatever, wherewith 
to build. Would you believe it, Rev. Father, during the war we were obliged 
to make room for the cows and chickens in the enclosure! And since we had 
no place to store the hay and feed, we carried it in baskets up five steep 
flights of stairs to the church attic. That required almost superhuman 
strength and we were tired enough to drop; besides it is too risky on account 
of fire. 

I do not wish to become burdensome to you and our dear benefactors 
with my petitions; it is and shall be only a modest appeal for help during 
another few years, so that we may continue our religious community life. 
Without your support we cannot subsist. Our dear holy sister, St. Teresa 
of the Child Jesus, will surely find some kind-hearted souls who will send us 
means to build this barn, so necessary tous. I leave all to Divine Providence, 
and may it please God to help us. In all things may His holy will be done! 

Sister M. Cecilia, Prioress. 


ee 
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A Special Offer 


Encouraged by numberless letters received from friends, who tell of the 
benefit they derive from our literature, we are endeavoring to spread it as 
widely as possible, and thus to counteract in a measure the harm done by 
the bad press. To this end we offer during the months of February and 
March, a complete library of our 10 ct., 5 ct., and 3 for 10 cts., publications, 
consisting of forty-five booklets, for $3.00; postage extra. All but three 
are 64-page booklets containing delightiul reading matter, excellent for the 
Lenten season. 

From Pittsburgh: ‘‘You recently sent me a set of booklets for which 
I paid $3.35. To date my husband and I have read six of them, but we have 
become so enthused, that we beg of you to forward a like set to the following 
addresses... You may be sure, the homes te which they go will be much 
benefited by them.” 

From Illinois: ‘‘You will never know what joy and consolation your book- 
lets bring to me. Of all the spiritual authors whom I have studied, and they are 
many, none seemed to fill my soul with the peace of God that these simple yet 
wonderful little booklets have.”’ 





Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


This prayer-book for children is daily winning favor. Parents and teachers 
who have seen this prayer-book declare it is the best they have ever found for 
children. The little ones themselves are delighted with the simple, beautiful 
prayers. One teacher writes that her little pupils are so attracted by its “sweet 
language” and “lovely thoughts,” that they take the book out at recess. 


A priest of a Cathedral Parish writes: ‘In a recent order 
for booklets, I requested several copies of ‘Jesus in the Hearts of 
Little Children.’ I was so charmed with the beautiful make-up and 
the appealing devotions of this little prayer-book for children that I 
wish you to send me roo more immediately. It is the first real 
children’s prayer-book that I have yet discovered.”’ 

A priest: I wish that I could spread them all over the land. I 
have found nothing to equal them to form in the hearts of children 
an ardent love for God. 

Jesus in the Hearts of Little @hildren is a complete prayer-book. It is 
printed in clear, large type on best paper. It contains sixteen appropriate 
pictures and two Mass devotions. The first gives a simple, clear explanation of 
each part of Holy Mass, the second is a Communion Mass. Besides the usual 
prayers, there are eight visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament. 


Art cloth binding; colors: black, blue or rose. Price 25 cts. 





Hanging Crucifixes 


. ‘ie 5 in. $0.50; 6 in. $0.75; 
Nickel bound Crucifixes » in 3.003 a ioe 


Real Ebony, Oxidized Corpus 3 in. 0.35; 4% in. 0.60; 
6 in. 0.90; 8% in. 1.50. 


When remittance accompanies order, Crucifixes will be enriched with the inaulgences 
of the stations and of the dying. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Kentucky: “I think if anyone would read only a few of your booklets, 
they would want them all, as the ones I have read seem to have been written 
in heaven, especially the ones on Precious Blood, Mother of Sorrows, and 
Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted, but all are wonderful.” 


From Olivet to Calvary 
Meditations on our Savior’s Passion; prayers. From Dakota: “‘It 
gave me a clearer understanding of the sufferings of our Lord, 
than any prayers or teachings ever did before.” 5 cts. each 


Devotion to the Holy Face 
Contains meditations on the Sacred Countenance of our Lord, 
and beautiful prayers. Promises in favor of those who venerate 
the Holy Face. 5 cts. each 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 
How we should offer It to the Heavenly Father to prevent mortal 
sins, to obtain special graces for the living and relief for the 
suffering souls. Contains meditations and prayers. 5 cents each 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
Origin and object of these devotions; their beauty and value. 
Suitable reflections, devotions and prayers. 5 cents each 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate the dolors of His Mother. 
Reflections and prayers. 5 cts. each 


Go to Joseph 
Sets forth his dignity, sanctity, power and glory. A man from 
Illinois writes: ““The spiritual information it embodies is truly 
priceless.” 10 cts. each 


Devotions to St. Joseph 
A variety of prayers, novenas, etc. A Sister of St. Joseph 
says: ‘‘We have never seen so complete a collection of prayers 
to St. Joseph; it is an excellent work.” A St. Joseph Sister from 
Georgia: ““Truly, I have never seen anything more beautiful 
than these prayers to our glorious Father!” 5 cts. each 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
Brief history; manifestations of ‘“The Holy Christ;” testimonies 
of physicians; marvels witnessed by bishops, priests and pil- 
grims. 10 cts. each 


The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. 
From Massachusetts: “‘I am charmed with it and can hardly let 
the book out of my hands; it is wonderful.” Newfoundland : 
‘The pictures are so very lifelike that one cannot look at them 
and remain unmoved.” 20 cts. each 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 












